
 

 

 
 

Secure Funding for Fire-Safe Homes, Communities, Safe 
Drinking Water and Public Services  

 
To respond to the wildfire challenges we face in Oregon, we need permanent 
funding for programs that support all Oregonians to prepare homes and 
communities to survive fast moving wildfires.  The 2020 Labor Day fires 
demonstrated that we cannot rely on fire suppression to ensure fire safe 
communities.  We need wildfire programs focused from the home and community 
outward. 
Nearly seven million acres across Oregon are managed as industrial trees farms. 
Experts have documented how these timber plantations burn hotter, decrease water 
storage and degrade water quality.  As reported by the Oregonian, ProPublica and 
OPB, many of these lands are owned by pension funds, charitable foundations or 
REITs (real estate investment trusts) and TIMOs (timber investment management 
organizations). These corporate entities are designed to maximize short term profits 
for shareholders and minimize or avoid paying tax on profits.  
The corporate ownership of Oregon's forestlands has driven an immense 
transformation in our forests.  These forestlands are managed for the greatest 
financial returns and are logged on a 35 – 45-year rotation cycle, at the age when 
they are just beginning to become carbon sinks rather than carbon sources. 
As a result, Oregon’s private industrial forestlands contain about 1/3 of the carbon 
they could possibly store.  
These forestry practices pose significant risks and costs to communities. In the 
1990s Industrial forestland owners were able to secure tax breaks resulting in a loss 
of nearly $3 billion in revenues to Counties over the past three decades. These rural 
communities are struggling to pay for essential services, including fire, water and 
safety services. 
A value tax on harvested timber would: 1) provide revenue to develop fire-safe 
communities, 2) ensure safe drinking water, and 3) fund vital local public 
services. Small forest- land owners of less than 500 acres would be exempt, and 
the tax rate on timber value would increase gradually from 1% to 6% for the largest 
land-owners. 
We also support incentives with reduced tax rates for forestland owners who 
grow their trees longer and use climate smart forestry practices, e.g. Forest 
Stewardship Council (FSC) certification. Longer rotations are a natural climate 
solution that will result in more carbon on the landscape over time. 
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