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Chair George, Vice Chair Baraso, members of the Commission 

Thank you for the opportunity to provide comment today.  My name is Dr. Pat DeLaquil and I am 
commenting on behalf of MCAT, Mobilizing Climate Action Together, which is a community of 
volunteers working to ensure that Oregon builds a healthy climate and a green-energy economy for 
future generations. 

Like many others here today, we find the December 2023 Court of Appeals ruling to invalidate the 
Climate Protection Program on procedural grounds to be a technical give-away to the oil and gas 
industry that protects polluters at the expense of people and communities across Oregon.  Given that 
we face a climate crisis driven by fossil fuel use, and that the CPP was developed through a robust and 
inclusive 18-month rulemaking process, such a ruling is profoundly surprising and disappointing.    The 
court’s decision is also a significant setback for Oregon’s local economies and communities who stand to 
benefit the most from emissions reductions and investments under the CPP.  

Please don’t believe the false promises of the gas industry.  Methane cannot be decarbonized and is 
not a long-term solution.   

Strong action to reduce fossil fuel pollution is required this decade if we are to avoid potentially 
catastrophic climate consequences that could be triggered by various possible tipping points.  Since the 
CPP was adopted, we have faced wildfires that have wiped out entire communities, toxic smoke choking 
our lungs, deadly heat waves, record-breaking droughts and killer winter storms. We continue to 
demand the State hold the oil and gas industry accountable for the impact it is having on our lives, our 
families and our communities.  Without swift State action to restore these protections, the court’s 
decision will cause incalculable harm to Oregon families, workers, and local economies, now and in the 
future.  

We strongly urge DEQ leadership and the EQC to work to restore the CPP’s vital climate and 
community protections without delay.  

As DEQ moves forward with a process to swiftly readopt the CPP rules, it is equally important that the 
agency maintain the integrity of the program as adopted, including its science-based emissions cap 
trajectory and its innovative Community Climate Investment program.  

Please help ensure that Oregon stays on track to achieve our climate goals, while also maximize the 
associated job creation, cost saving, public health, and economic development benefits for Oregon 
communities.  

Thank you for your consideration.   
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